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Definitions:

The definitions of “credentialed,” “early intervention mental health services,” “high-need LEA,”
“intensive mental health services,” “recruit or recruitment,” “respecialization,” “retain or
retention,” and “telehealth” are from the NFP published elsewhere in this issue of the Federal
Register. The definitions of “local educational agency” and “State educational agency are from
20 U.S.C. 7801.
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Credentialed means an individual who possesses a valid license or certificate from the SEA or
relevant regulatory body as a school psychologist approved by the State to provide services
aligned with the practice of school psychology.

Early intervention mental health services mean services for students who are exhibiting signs of
distress or impairment or are at heightened risk of needing mental health services. Based on
current best practices in school psychology for serving an individual student, early intervention
mental health services may include, for example, screening and referrals, small group services,
or brief individualized interventions.

High-need LEA means an LEA that has a significant need for additional school psychologists
based on:

(a)(1) aratio of students to school psychologists that exceeds a ratio of 500 students to 1 school
psychologist and (2) high rates of school violence, poverty, substance use, suicide, trafficking, or
other adverse childhood experiences;

(b) having received a Project School Emergency Response to Violence (SERV) grant from the
U.S. Department of Education since October 1, 2020; or

(c) having experienced a traumatic event since January 1, 2025, and did not receive a Project
School Emergency Response to Violence (SERV) grant from the U.S. Department of Education.

Intensive mental health services mean services for students with identified mental health needs
that limit engagement throughout the school day. Based on the best clinical approach to serving
an individual student, intensive mental health services may include, for example, individual,
group, or family therapy services, or coordination of services with providers serving the student
in a non-school setting.
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Local educational agency means a public board of education or other public authority legally
constituted within a State for either administrative control or direction of, or to perform a service
function for, public elementary schools or secondary schools in a city, county, township, school
district, or other political subdivision of a State, or of or for a combination of school districts or
counties that is recognized in a State as an administrative agency for its public elementary
schools or secondary schools.

(1) The term includes any other public institution or agency having administrative control and
direction of a public elementary school or secondary school.

(2) The term includes an elementary or secondary school funded by the Bureau of Indian
Education but only to the extent that including the school makes the school eligible for programs
for which specific eligibility is not provided to the school in another provision of law and the
school does not have a student population that is smaller than the student population of the LEA
receiving assistance under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended
(ESEA) with the smallest student population, except that the school shall not be subject to the
jurisdiction of any SEA other than the Bureau of Indian Education.

(3) The term includes educational service agencies and consortia of those agencies.

(4) The term includes the SEA in a State in which the SEA is the sole educational agency for all
public schools.

Recruit or Recruitment means strategies that help attract and hire credentialed school
psychologists, including by doing at least one of the following:

(1) Providing an annual salary or stipend to newly hired school psychologists.
(2) Creating pathways to grant cross-State credentialing reciprocity for school psychologists.

(3) Providing hiring incentives and supports, for example, increasing pay; offering monetary
incentives for relocation to serve in high-need LEAs; providing services via telehealth; creating
hybrid roles that allow for leadership, academic, or research opportunities; and offering service
scholarship programs, such as those that provide grants in exchange for a commitment to serve in
the LEA for a minimum number of years.

Respecialization means strategies that provide opportunities for professional retraining and
alternative pathways to obtain a State-license or State-certification as a school psychologist for
individuals who hold, at a minimum, a degree in a related field ( e.g., special education, clinical
psychology, community counseling). Strategies include one or more of the following:

(1) Revising, updating, or streamlining requirements for such individuals so that additional
training or other requirements focus only on the training needed to obtain a credential as a school
psychologist.




(2) Providing a stipend or making a payment to support the training needed to obtain a credential
as a school psychologist.

(3) Offering flexible options for completing training needed to obtain a credential as a school
psychologist.

(4) Oftering other meaningful activities that result in such individuals obtaining a credential as a
school-psychologist.

Retain or Retention means strategies to help ensure that credentialed school psychologists stay in
their position to avoid gaps in service and unfilled positions, including by—

(1) Providing opportunities for advancement or leadership, such as career pathways programs,
recognition and award programs, and mentorship programs; and

(2) Offering incentives and supports to help mitigate shortages, for example, increasing pay;
offering monetary incentives for relocation to serve in high-need LEAs; providing services via
telehealth; offering service scholarship programs, such as those that provide grants in exchange
for a commitment to serve in a high-need LEA for a minimum number of years; and developing
paid internship programs.

State educational agency means the agency primarily responsible for the State supervision of
public elementary schools and secondary schools.

Telehealth means the use of electronic information and telecommunication technologies to
support and promote long-distance clinical mental health care, patient and professional mental
health-related education, and administration. Technologies include videoconferencing, the
internet, store-and-forward imaging, streaming media, and landline and wireless
communications.
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